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Historical/Biographical Note:
Clarence L. Alford (1896-1975) was born in Nashville, Tennessee on 27 June,
1896. Alford graduated from Hume-Fogg High School in 1913. In 1914, Alford
began working as a clerk for Abb Landis in the Independent Life Building.
Alford enlisted with the National Guard of Tennessee on 24 November, 1917.
He then attempted to join the United States Marines, but he was turned down
due to his poor eye sight. As Alford was still eager to serve in some capacity,
Abb Landis helped Alford secure a position in the military. After arriving in Fort
Oglethorpe, Georgia in June, 1918, Alford was assigned to Supply Company
#323 in Camp Johnston. He and his Company embarked for France on 14
August, 1918.

Alford and Supply Company #323 arrived in Brest, France on 26 August, 1918.
His company was then stationed in the town of Chateau du Loir where they
erected a barracks and other facilities. In September, Alford was transferred to
the Military Justice Hospital Group operating outside the town of Toul. There,
Alford worked in a finance office as a payroll clerk. His job involved determining
the pay for the doctors, nurses, and ever-rotating sick or injured servicemen in
the hospital group. Alford celebrated the signing of the armistice in Toul, but he
remained working in the finance office until April, 1919. Alford was then
transferred to the town of Neufchateau where continued to work as a payroll
clerk. Alford was relieved 6 June, 1919, and left France through Marseilles.

After the war, Alford returned to work for Abb Landis. Alford married Marie
Hall on 25, December 1930. In 1964, he began work as an actuary in the Third
National Band Building. Alford died in Nashville of a stroke on 1 January, 1975,



at the age of 78. He was survived by his wife, Marie Hall, and his sister, Helen
Alford Estes.

Scope and Contents of the Collection:
The Clarence L. Alford Collection, added 1984, consists of correspondence,
military records, photographs, post cards, and travel guides belonging to
Nashville native and World War I veteran Clarence L. Alford, and ranges from
1913 to 1951. The bulk of this collection consists of correspondence spanning
from 1918-1919: Alford’s years in the Army. Through his correspondence, Alford
communicates a clear longing for home and communicates many of the logistical
challenges that World War I servicemen faced. These challenges ranged from
difficulties with infrequent and lost mail, transportation difficulties, and the
frustration of not being able to secure a leave. Ominously, Alford also predicted
that the uneasy peace negotiated after World War I would not last. He makes
explicit his frustration with the League of Nations and his belief that the United
States will have a war with Japan. Alford also collected many post cards dating
from before and during World War I. Alford also collected a great deal of general
correspondence sent to him before and during his time in theservice. This
includes dozens of letters from Ruth Lacy Nichols - a friend and romantic
interest of Alford’s. The collection also includes several photographs of Alford’s
family and friends.
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